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Peak Oil continued from page 6

The US economic infrastructure was built on
oil that cost $1 to $5 dollar per barrel. Consid-
ering what alternative energies could be used to
replace the dwindling oil supplies, huge problems
are encountered. Alternatives are in no position
to match the shear scale of the amount of en-
ergy supplied by oil, and all its varied uses. Also
huge infrastructure that would be required for al-
ternative energy will come up against the astro-
nomical cost that would be necessary for nation-
wide usage.

The world currently runs on an energy sys-
tem set up to use hydrocarbon energy, mostly in
its liquid form. Newly envisioned alternative en-
ergy schemes will need massive inputs of some

mon on mainstream TV clearly show how Big Oil
companies are trying to morph themselves away
from their oil production and distribution base that
has carried them to enormous profits in recent
decades.

Drastic climate changes now occurring will
also put massive pressures on the world's energy
supplies. Disruptions in climate will require in-
creasing inputs of energy as societies attempt to
rebuild and recover from dire climate events such
as droughts and storms of all types, rising sea lev-
els and loss of water supplies. Climate changes will
destroy the supporting structures for world socie-
ties that were initially built by abundant and cheap
energy. Much of the poorer nations of the world
will find that rebuilding after disasters will not be
possible because the energy to do so will be far too
expensive for their

source of energy to create the
infrastructure of the new

source. When oil supplies be-
come prohibitively expensive
and in short supply, what en-

Climate changes will destroy the supporting
structures for world societies that were initially
built by abundant and cheap energy.

weakened econo-
mies.

Wars and social dis-
ruptions are hap-

ergy will build the new infra-
structure? This is a key problem with alternative
energy. Even at this stage, various huge pro-
posed energy projects around the world are being
canceled, due to insurmountable cost realities.
The fact is, not only oil is showing signs of
reaching it’s peak. Some other critically impor-
tant resources are also showing signs of nearing
peak production such as natural gas, uranium,
coal, copper, silicon for solar panel production,
etc. Biofuels will never come close to compen-
sating for the volume of energy provided by oil,
coal and natural gas. Biofuels require massive
amounts of water, huge tracts of farmland, and
compete with our own food supply. We are fac-
ing the imminent decline of the energy that runs
our economies, with nothing substantial on the
horizon to replace it with.

Many in the US public believe high oil
prices are just a Big Oil scam, and even though it
is true that US Big Oil has made obscene profits,
and they clearly have great influence on politi-
cians, they are not in a position to forestall the
upcoming increase in oil prices, and the growing
depletion of world reserves. Big Oil is scrambling
to try and redirect their future operations into
emerging alternative energy markets. The many
energy related commercials that are now com-

pening now because
of tensely growing energy situations, as exempli-
fied by the militaristic moves of the current US
administration. Mathew Simmons, energy advisor
to Bush, advised him of the looming energy crisis
in early 2001. Shortly afterwards, Cheney held his
secretive energy meetings, with US Big Oil in at-
tendance. The wars in Afganistan and Iraq have
provided this administration great locations for US
military bases seen as key to US ambitions of
maintaining the flow of energy from the oil rich
Middle East. Iraq also has the number two stated
oil reserves in the world, and the “Production
Sharing Agreements” as pursued by the US would
provide US Big Oil unprecedented access to Iraqi
oil supplies, from which they would profit for the
next 30 years in percentages that are far above
those seen in any other world oil contracts.

In Afganistan, oil and gas pipelines are in the
works to bring precious energy resources from en-
ergy rich countries north of Afganistan, down to
the Gulf of Oman, for transport to western coun-
tries. Since the invasion of Afganistan, the US has
built key military bases along the pipeline routes
to protect the oil pipeline projects. Iran, with the
world’s fourth largest oil reserves, is seen by this
administration as representing a threat to the US
dominance of energy flow in this region, and

therefore may soon be targeted for air strikes
and bombing. In these war endeavors, the huge
United States’ military complex uses more en-
ergy than the US economy, and uses more en-
ergy than most other countries combined. World
conflicts over energy are now, and will increas-
ingly use vast quantities of oil, and other forms
of quickly depleting hydrocarbon energy re-
sources. The current US administration knows
the perils facing the economy because of the
coming oil depletion, and has chosen a desperate
path of war in the Middle East under false pre-
tenses. The real reason is to gain access to the
oil rich regions, and to protect oil flow to the
West. These wars have no reasonable moral ba-
sis.

Oil prices in the last 5 years have quadru-
pled, further increases are inevitable.

All of the above issues indicate big problems
for the world regarding its ability to produce the
energy it needs to run its various economies.

The United States could face increasing en-
ergy constraints due to geopolitical realities. A
growing array of energy institutions, oil industry
leaders and other various world leaders are rec-
ognizing the dilemma and admitting a problem is
close at hand.

Oil has been the indispensable force behind
worldwide mass transportation and the astro-
nomical increases in worldwide agricultural pro-
duction, which represent two key factors that
have driven the huge increase in global popula-
tion. The worldwide capitalistic economic para-
digm of endless growth and the super abundance
this system has created (as a result of cheap
abundant hydrocarbon energy) in the last cen-
tury, is an amazing mirage that we all thought
would go on and on. The reality is, it was a
unique and transitory event, and inevitable de-
clines of oil, natural gas and coal will mean a
leaner quality of life for humanity, and will pre-
cipitate worldwide social disruptions and crisis
situations.

Energy reports researched from a multitude
of Internet sources from all over the world sug-
gest the world is at, or very near reaching maxi-
mum oil production. This is an exceedingly seri-
ous situation that will create dramatic changes in
the quality of life for all citizens of the world.

A reminder from

Shambani Organics

Start planning your best garden
ever!

Organic lettuces, greens, peas
and bedding plants will be avail-
able at local nurseries in February.

For custom orders
call in January: 474-1646
or email:LWKessler@shasta.com

Our mission is to encourage people
to grow their own food and to eat
organic.

Certified organic by CCOF
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The Traveling Bohemians
Presents the Following Classes:

Meditative Movement — a Path
to Rejuvenation, drawing from
the principles of Dance, Medita-
tion, Yoga, and T’ai Chi

Interpretive and Sacred Dance —
Awakening Spirituality, based on
dance forms of ancient India and
the Middle East.

All classes $10.00 per class.

For schedule of times and places
contact Nadia Hava-Robbins

at 229-7818.




