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It Might Be the End of the World
by Doug Craig

F. Sherwood Rowland, the Nobel Prize winner who
is credited with helping to discover the relationship
between manmade CFC's and ozone depletion in the
atmosphere is reported to have told his wife one night
after work, "The work is going very well but it looks
like it might be the end of the world."

Fortunately, for humanity, Rowland and others
discovered the truth in time, and in 1987 nearly
60 nations signed the Montreal Protocol banning fur-
ther production and use of CFC's and forestalling, at
least for awhile, the world's end. The lesson from
Montreal is that while human actions can have unin-
tended and disastrous consequences on our atmosphere
and climate, by trust-

average increase of 5 to 9 degrees before the end of
the century.

In case anyone is still in doubt, the report's
authors clearly emphasize that "It is very likely that
[man-made] greenhouse gas increases caused most of
the average temperature increases since the mid-
20th century." Some argue that the world is hotter
due to "natural variation in the sun's output" but
evidence now clearly shows that "mankind's indus-
trial emissions have had five times more effect on
the climate than any fluctuations in solar radiation."”

The report also warns that failure to respond
could "bring irreversible change to the planet." One
of the most frightening scenarios is a “positive
feedback loop” where a warmer world creates condi-
tions that serve to further accelerate warming. A
good example of this is the melting glaciers. Since
glaciers reflect almost all light

ing science and acting
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community can work ously estimated.”

"Global warming is destined to have a far
more destructive and earlier impact than previ-

and heat back into the atmos-
phere and oceans absorb almost
all heat that hits their surface,

together to avert a
cataclysm.

Unfortunately, the human race is once again
faced with a planetary crisis, this time not a hole in
the ozone but catastrophic climate change, what
James Lovelock, the originator of the Gaia Theory,
called "a deadly peril, with little time left to escape."
While the world's climate scientists now speak with
one voice to warn humanity that it is once again re-
sponsible for the problem and the solution, so far
mankind's response is more lethargic than decisive.

The clearest evidence to date of humanity's de-
veloping nightmare was delivered by the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report on
February 2, 2007. According to the London Observer,
this fourth report from the IPCC will tell us that
"Global warming is destined to have a far more de-
structive and earlier impact than previously esti-
mated." The report says "the frequency of devastating
storms, like the ones that battered Britain recently,
will increase dramatically. Sea levels will rise...snow
will disappear from all but the highest mountains; de-
serts will spread; oceans become acidic, leading to the
destruction of coral reefs and atolls; and deadly heat-
waves will become more prevalent."

The report also warns us that, "The impact will
be catastrophic, forcing hundreds of millions of people
to flee their devastated homelands, particularly in
tropical, low-lying areas, while creating waves of im-
migrants whose movements will strain the economies
of even the most affluent countries."

According to the Observer, the scariest aspect of
the IPCC's report is how conservative it is. In other
words, the IPCC process works on a consensus model
which means that "Only points
that were considered indisput-
able" by "several thousand cli-
mate experts" who debated and
scrutinized every paragraph
"survived this process."

The frightening truth is that as
bleak a picture that the IPCC
report paints, the reality could
be much worse.

It tells us that 12 of the
past 13 years were the warmest
since records began, that cold
days and nights and frost are de-
creasing while hot days and
nights and heat-waves are on
the increase. While the prob-
lems we are already seeing are
only due to about a one degree
rise, scientists now predict an

melting glaciers will decrease
reflection, increase absorption
and accelerate warming. In other words, the worse it
gets, the worse it gets faster.

And time is running out. It was only four
months ago that Dr. James Hansen, a leading U.S.
climate researcher, the head of the NASA Institute
for Space Studies in New York City, and an adjunct
professor in the Earth and Environmental Sciences
department at Columbia University said “the world
has a 10-year window of opportunity to take deci-
sive action on global warming and avert catastro-
phe.” He warned us that “we will be producing a dif-
ferent planet” if the world continues with a
“business as usual” scenario.

While it is unclear whether humanity will re-
spond in time, Peter Cox of Exeter University
claims “there is still hope.” He said, “We are like al-
coholics who have got as far as admitting there is a
problem. It is a start. Now we have got to start dry-
ing out, which means reducing our carbon output.”

Still Elizabeth Kolbert, the author of Field
Notes from a Catastrophe: Man, Nature and Climate
Change wrote, “It may seem impossible to imagine
that a technologically advanced society could
choose, in essence, to destroy itself, but that is
(exactly) what we are now in the process of doing.”

As Rowland said, “The work is going very well
but it looks like it might be the end of the world."
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